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Our last newsletter was a year ago, and contained details of five new charities that we had

decided to fund, with a total of £55,000, all working with young people around East London.

Each of these has been a tremendous success, and we intend to renew funding for all of them,

in addition to our on-going work with Oxford House. Thanks to your generosity, the Frank

Haines Memorial Trust (FHMT) is now providing much needed support to a growing number

of deprived children, via sport, youth work and arts projects, as detailed below.

The last year has seen us raise a further £27,000. The annual Frankstock festival was another

great success, raising £1,500. Our thanks go to Rosie Haines, Harry Davies and Tom Worsley

for their work on that, as ever, and all those who give their time and energy to making it

happen.

The Connemarathon was another major source of income for us, raising £12,000. Many

thanks to Ray O’Connor for

providing us with the free

places for a third year

running, to Richard Haines

for coordinating the runners

and walkers, and to runners

and sponsors for their

enthusiastic participation. We

would also like to thank all of

you who have continued to

give so generously over the

past 12 months. Particular

thanks go to the Benyon Trust

for their significant donation

this year.

Below are details of what your money is supporting. This year, to give you a sense of the

difference this makes, we’ve also asked some of the charities to give us a few lines about the

difference made by FHMT donations.

SPLASH

£18,000 was pledged to SPLASH – South Poplar and Limehouse Action for Secure Housing

– in order to keep a local leisure centre open in the evenings, providing a crucial place for

young people to socialise, exercise and attend events, as an alternative to the street. The

founder of SPLASH, Sister Christine Frost, has this to say:



SPLASH is very grateful to the Frank Haines Memorial Trust for its support. Through it our

members now include young people from the Somali community, who never felt welcome or

safe before. The late evening session is going well with Police intervention from both the Met

and British Transport Officers coming in and organising football leagues. Alchad is going to

a Police meeting at lunch time today where the local force is trying to sort out ongoing

"gang" war between a local Estate youth and other Estate Bengali lads.

Our support for SPLASH is on-going.

Toynbee Hall

In the autumn of 2008, we pledged £20,000 to Toynbee Hall’s Aspire Programme, which

organises sailing trips and other outings for over 100 children from seven schools across

London borough of Tower

Hamlets. Over summer 2009,

FHMT money paid for five

residential sailing trips from

Gosport, Portsmouth and

Southampton along with taster

sessions for young people at

the Ahoy Centre in Deptford

(this photo shows one of the

trips being gate-crashed by an

FHMT Trustee). Aspire had a

total of 46 young people who

attended these outdoor

activities. Projects like Aspire

play a crucial role in

developing the confidence of

young people, and helping

develop a sense of teamwork and collective achievement. Over the course of 2010, Toynbee

Hall intends to extend this programme to more schools, and we are delighted to continue

supporting this work.

Urban Youth

Urban Youth is a recently founded youth work project, helping local children in Bethnal

Green, East London. Last year we committed £6,000 to Urban Youth, in order to cover their

rent for a year. Since then, we’ve been extremely impressed by the commitment of its two

main leaders, Scott Robb and Jon McTaggart. Without FHMT money, Urban Youth would

have a very significant funding problem. Scott and Jon write:

Urban Youth facilitates a range of projects which include a personal development and life

skills programme that encompasses workshops around confidence building and self esteem,

developing their communication skills. Budgeting skills, healthy living (including healthy

eating, cooking skills and a range of fitness and exercise programmes). So far this financial

year we have worked with over 150 young people who have accessed the projects, youth

groups and support. Urban Youth would like to thank the Frank Haines Memorial Trust for

their continued support and giving the organisation the opportunity to expand and develop its

much needed services to young people.

We are very pleased to be able to give Urban Youth another year of our support.



Bangladesh Football Association

The Bangladesh Football Association (BFA) applied for money in order to establish estate-

based football sessions in the evenings, for younger children, so that they don’t need to travel

to play. The FHMT gave £4,000 to support this, and we’re pleased to report that the

organisers have made great progress. Three new football sessions have been set up in three

locations around East London, with 42 boys and girls registered to play. Coaches have been

hired to train them, and these sessions provide invaluable evening activities for children

around the 10-12 age group. The FHMT is the sole supporter of this estate-based football.

Trustee Will Davies attended the BFA’s huge annual awards ceremony in the Whitechapel

mosque, and was pleased to hear the Frank Haines trust get a special mention of thanks for

supporting the younger footballers.

Newark Youth

Newark Youth provides social and sporting

activities for children and young people around

Tower Hamlets. The FHMT has given £3,000 over

the past year, which has paid for football equipment,

pitch hire, coaching and a table tennis table in the

centre where the younger children can play in the

evenings. Trustees Nick Carlton and Will Davies

have visited the centre on a couple of occasions, and

been very impressed by the sense of enthusiasm and

fun that Newark Youth creates, in between ducking

the flying ping pong balls. We are pleased to be

supporting Newark for another year.

Luke House after school club has been running for almost 3 years now & the last year has

been thanks to Frank Haines Trust. Before this funding was agreed we were struggling to find

out how we would continue with this project so the timing from the trust was perfect.

 

The funding has allowed us to carry on providing young people a safe & secure environment

where they come to play, socialise & have fun. They are grateful that we are able to carry on

doing this & are extremely grateful for the opportunity. Also along with Newark Youth

London who are excited to have formed a new partnership to carry on helping young people.

Oxford House

Oxford House has been a recipient of FHMT funding for three years now, and continues to do

great work with the Somali community in Tower Hamlets. John Ryan, Oxford House’s Chief

Executive, reports:



The FHMT has been supporting a tenant of Oxford House, Kayd, targeting young Somalis,

helping them get work placements

in Canary Wharf and also

supporting Somali Week, at which

the young people did a drama

presentation. Somali Week  has

become a regular celebration of

Somali Culture in October at

Oxford House.  It is an exciting

week and massively well attended

by the local Somali community - and

Elizabeth Haines, who had a bit of

difficulty with the language!

Elizabeth has become a member of

the Anglo-Somali Society, and wrote

about the Trust in their Annual

Journal.

We have agreed to support Oxford House with a further £4,000 for its ongoing work in

drama, Somali youth work and culture.

Forward to 2010

Given that we are more than satisfied with the charities we currently support, we have not

looked for additional projects to support during 2010. But we have a number of plans through

which we hope to be able to top up our coffers:

Connemarathon 11
th

 April 2010: We hope to organise another contingent of runners and

walkers again next year. A great way to deal with post-Christmas Turkey guilt, expect to hear

further details on this from Richard Haines in the New Year.

Frankstock 2010: Fingers crossed, this will take place again in August.

Scolt Head Pub Quiz: Frank being such an enthusiastic quiz-player (motto: “shout out

enough answers, and eventually you’ll be correct”), we are considering hosting a special

charity Pub Quiz in the Scolt Head - details to follow.

And finally, as ever, we’d like to thank you all again for your donations, marathon running,

attendance of events and general support for the Frank Haines Memorial Trust. These

charities depend on us, but we depend on you!

If you have any further questions, suggestions or offers regarding the Trust, please email us

all at frankhainestrust@googlegroups.com

Elizabeth, Richard, Rosie, Cher, Nick, Maz and Will

The Trustees


